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REFLECTIONS.. ‘Christian Marriage,
Society, and Family as we knew it...

Last year in our 2015 Summer Oasis Youth and
Young Adults Conference, the Lamb of God took the
first step in presenting three ninety minute sessions
under the general banner of ‘The Agenda is Gender’.
| The three talk/discussion topics were: ‘Why am | who
- lam?’ ‘Who drives the Agenda for change?’ and ‘What
- to do?’ | recall the planning team inviting me to give
. the sessions to our university/in work aged stream. It
was a ‘risk’ in two ways. One - getting access to
appropriate teaching resource within the community
movement was pretty much impossible. None of the
communities approached had given a similar set of
talks, and in my own church and in the local Pastor’s

& fraternal group | attend, no one could point me to
materials. Material would need be brought together ‘from scratch.” A lot of work. And risk
two was - could a guy married fifty two years ‘connect’ with the target age group? | doubted
the ability to ‘connect’ but | recall team member Kath Murray declaring that such a topic
into this age group would likely be a mix of varied and voiced opinions, some perhaps
aggressive, but ‘Roger is held in regard, and he has done a lot of reading into these areas
- he will be respected, even in disagreement’. And so the task came my way and months
of study and reading, investigation and consultation followed.

The conference went well, with rapt attention, many questions, and many examples from
personal exposure through friends, and from work training requirements for those
especially involved in one on one relational areas.

The 2016 conference planning team again asked for three sessions for the university/in
work age stream, but also for an additional session to be presented to all attendees at the
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parallel Oasis Conference [Encounter Jesus Stream- those still at high school or college].
This time and with several months lead-in as an advantage | travelled to Auckland to talk
these matters through with Rachel McKenzie. Rachel is a single sister whom | have known
for many years. Rachel is trained in law, can be rather vigorous in debate, and in my
opinion is an intelligent and quick thinker.

| talked with Rachel about the need we have to stay abreast of not just Gender Agenda,
Gender Dysphoria, Euthanasia Matters, Plural and Clan ‘Marriage’, Moves to legalise
Incest, and, and, and... We talked for several hours and the bottom line is Rachel [God
bless her] signed to read up everything | gave her, to research new resources, and to join
me in presentations at Oasis/EDGE 2016. | gave two presentations [developments in the
past twelve months] and Rachel gave one. Rachel also gave the single presentation to all
attendees at the school aged Oasis Conference EJ Stream. Rachel did wonderfully well
and | noted many affirmations directed her way in the attendee evaluation sheets.

Where to from here? We now close to having sufficient ‘materials’ to present Half Day
Mini Seminars in branches, by request. The main thrust of such seminars would be as
informational to our parents, and hopefully helpful to our senior youth. It could also be
somewhat helpful to particular couples or parents known to members and invited as
guests. The 2015 presentation materials were sent to Bruce Yocum and Dave Hughes
last year. The 2016 materials will be transmitted next week, plus discussed with Dave
Hughes during his February visit.

It is important to understand that none of our presentations are intended as being negative
or judgemental. That is not the goal. We are endeavouring to try to keep abreast of a fast
moving, multi-faceted and fronted tsunami of change. The speed and subtlety of
challenge, change and mainstreaming is astonishing. We are seeing a relatively small
percentage of people ‘punching smartly and well above their weight' in shaping
perceptions through mass media and calling for a redefinition of many things we, and the
church, would see as foundational. We need to understand what is going on, and how we
should respond, if response is indeed an option.

May the Lord be our guide.
Your brother in the Lord
Roger, Senior Coordinator Lamb of God Community

OUR PEOPLE

Congratulations!
e To Kirsten Challies [Christchurch], who was recently appointed as the Catholic
Pastoral Chaplain at Burwood Hospital and Princess Margaret Hospital.

With sadness, yet confidence in the Lord, we remember:
e Pat Forster [Southern] who passed away some days ago. Condolence as well to
son Bernard [Christchurch] and family.
¢ Ron and Helen Elliott [Christchurch], as Ron’s brother died recently.

[Note to all Branch leaders: Please send your local news/snippets to Roger Foley or Tom
Caballes so that we can acknowledge important occasions in the lives of our brothers and
sisters and make sure we do not miss any of them.]



NEWS AND ARTICLES

SOUTH ISLAND BRANCH HAPPENINGS from Roger

Community Camp at Hanmer Springs March 4-6 - the upcoming Weekend Camp should
be a great time for fellowship and relaxation with brothers and sisters attending from
Nelson, Blenheim, Picton, Christchurch and Southern, plus we have the pleasure of again
having Dave and Jane Hughes from Ann Arbor, Michigan attending. There is still space
to take late registrations - that is if you are quick.

Christchurch - the Branch is eerily quiet following the frenetic pace and activity of Summer
Oasis and EDGE Conferences. Several families left the city to holiday destinations
immediately following the conferences, and more have taken off since. Enjoy you good
people.

Nelson and Blenheim - some our people have had a challenging year and it will be good
to get together with them at the Hanmer Camp. Our Nelson and Blenheim, people excelled
in supporting Christchurch through the years of earthquake stress and strain. Our turn
Christchurch as both of these locations are busy supporting returning family members,
and supporting other members through long term health matters.

Southern - | am frequently amazed at, and grateful to God for, our South Canterbury
people. The McKenzie and Prendeville families are awesome and generous in service, in
hospitality, and in faithfulness. Ever been to a Lord’s Day at Alan and Margaret’s? If not,
you are missing a very special evening.

SUMMER OASIS 2016

Around 40 young people from Auckland, Wellington, Napier, Nelson and Christchurch
attended our annual youth camp called Summer Oasis 2016. The theme for this year is
“Be in the World, But Not of It!” and the night rally talks, morning talks and workshops
centred on this theme. The EDGE Stream had their morning sessions together and in the
afternoon, they led the Boys and Girls respective Bible Streams. Even though the numbers
were lesser this time around, the fellowship, the praise and worship, and the relationship
were equal if not better than the previous years.

Some of the feedback we received are the following:

- [The Summer Oasis] has been such a blessing and a revival of the soul for all of
us. The talks were absolutely fantastic...!

- Thanks for all the hard work and generosity of the Christchurch branch!

- | always look forward to going to Oasis and it was a blast. It’s always fun and
everyone’s inclusive.

- EJ Stream [High School] was amazing this year. The talks given were all relevant.

- EDGE stream [Post High School] speakers were much organised and | was well
informed of the topic/content covered.
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- Clarese, Natalie and Audris [also Dominic, Denver and Aidan] did very well in the
Bible Study.

- The girls’ song “Women” was a great new way for us to learn.

- Itis great to see the EDGE youth serving the EJ Stream through the Bible Study.

- lloved it Summer Oasis 2016 was amazing!

- I'm definitely coming next year!

The highlights for most of the participants include:
- Ministry time
- Praise and Worship times
- Meeting and bonding with everyone
- Relationships between the younger and the older youth
- The Bible Streams
- The EDGE Talks
- Rachel’s EJ Gender talk

We wish to thank the Christchurch branch for hosting Summer Oasis 2016! May the Lord
continue to bless you with all your sacrifices and the work you’ve done!




RACHEL MCKENZIE MAKES HER FULL COVENANT COMMITMENT

January 10 was a special day for a special lady who grew up in the community and
became a member of different branches of the Lamb of God Community at different times.
Rachel McKenzie of the Auckland branch made her full covenant commitment in front of
the Christchurch branch, her parents Alan and Margaret from the Southern region, special
guests Mike and Judy Prendeville, and the participants of Summer Oasis 2016. The full
covenant commitment was presided by Roger Foley and Veronica Foley led Rachel in
stating her full covenant commitment. The ceremony then proceeded with a [cold] foot
washing on Rachel by Kirsten Challies, one of her former leaders, as a symbolic act of
the community’s commitment to serve her. Rachel then washed the feet of one of the
Christchurch branch members, Bernadette Black, as her sign of being available to serve
the community when she is called to do so. The ceremony concluded with honouring for
Rachel by beloved members of the community.

It was a significant event for Summer Oasis participants — to see a person who grew up
in community and making her full covenant commitment in front of them. Some of the
Summer Oasis participants are undergoing talks in order to make their underway
commitment to the community sometime later this year.

Congratulations Rachel!




CHALLENGES IN LIVING TOGETHER AS COMMUNITY

Resource for House Group Discussion by Tom Caballes
Standing Firm to the End

Therefore take up the whole armour of God, that you may be able to withsfand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand fifBphesians 6:13]

Standing is a position of attention, alertness and vigilance. It is postureof rest or relaxation, where

we can put our guards dowrit is easy andonvenientto ‘spiritually slouchand that is when we are most
vulnerable Paul is saying we should stand firrbecause we are at war. The onslaught of the enemy is all
around us.Be sobeminded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devoll Peter 5:8] We are under attack why? Because Jesus has wha war

through His death and resurrection. We are on the winnidg.sThe enemy is determined to undermine

what Jesus has done. He knows he is losing and wants bring as many people as he can down\Wah him.

on the other hand, are soldiers fightifAsghefoag t he
asks:Are you sure of your calling¥ill you fight for Jesuthe King?

SO HOW DO YOU STAND FIRM TO THE END?

1. Have a lifdong view of your life. Have you made a decision to follow Jesus to the end, no matter what?
Are you ready to die for Jesuslaily and through martyrdoml® not, now is the time to do it. Loakisoat

your long term ommitments and relationshipgiave you made permanent decisions about them?

2. Grow in “spiritual endurance. ” Tr yoarlfaghtogetar ds hi
stronger. Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of vagikinds, for you know that the testing

of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothinglames 1:2-4] Makethe most out of your trials, for they will surely come as

long as you livd.et those challenges in life bring you closer to God.

3. Grow in forbearing with one another in love. Your brothers and sisters in the community, your spouse
your parentsand your children are not perfeetand neither are youDifferences, disagrerents,andmis-
understanding are part of relationships and so kould love forbearance and forgiveness be as well.

4. The enemy’ s-fogyoudolgive up.lt ntay meart glvingrugn your faith, commitments,

and relationships. e enemy has many weapoits do this— lies, discouragemeniyorks of the flesh,
misunderstandingand so onFinancial problems and relationship difficulties arenw areas where the
enemy worksKnow the plans of the enemy and avoid theéfmow your ownweaknesses as well.

5. Standing firmalthoughmainly a defensive posture, also means we take the offensive. In Ephesians 6,
there are two weapons that can attack the enemy: the shoes of readiness to share the gospel and the
Sword of the Spit, which is the Wad of God. Yomeedb share Jesus to those ar
know Him. Youneed tolovethe Scriptures—imbibe and live out what it saykive under the power and
guidance of the Holy Spirfor many peoplgyou will be the only Gospéhey will be faniliar with. Be the

credible 3' Gospel to those around yoim to recuethose around yodrom the clutches of the enemy!

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES:

1. As for you, always be sobgtinded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry
[2 Timothy 4:5]

2. Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strgt@orinthians 16:13]

3. Other referencesRomans 8:31-39; Ephesians 6: 11-19: Colossians 3:12-14; Revelations 21:7.

FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION OR GROUP SHARING:
lWhere do | see myself in the spiritual war that
2. Am | a credible5gospel to those around me? In what ways can | be a better witness?




KAIROS NEW ZEALAND YOUTH NEWS

Kairos New Zealand Schedule of Events for 2016

April 16 to 18 BLAST Youth Weekend in Wellington
July 10 to 12 Winter Oasis in Auckland

WEBSITES WORTH NOTING
KAIROS South Pacific Web Site — go take a look ...
Check it out at: www.kairossp.com

You can network and chat with other young people by going to this website:
http://www.kairossp.com/kairosspnzchatroom.htm

We designated every Friday night at 10pm as a time to meet other young people.

Go and visit the International Kairos Media website: http://www.kairos-media.orq/

Our Lamb of God website has been updated —www.lambofgodcommunity.net. We also
have 2 new domain names which points to the same website: www.lambofgod.nz and
www.lambofgodcommunity.nz. Try them!

Sign up [free] for Youth Culture Newsletter

The most recent edition of the Youth Culture Newsletter is now available online. It will no
longer be sent to you via the Lamb of God e-mail list but you can get it at this link:

http://www.kairos-na.org/youthculturenewsletter.htm

This is a recommended Sword of the Spirit publication for youth and parents.

Living Bulwark Sword of the Spirit 0 Highly Recommended!

This Sword of the Spirit on-line publication has received more than 43,000 visits (an
average of 135 visits each day) in its first year. All back issues for the past 12 months can
be found at: http://www.swordofthespirit.net/bulwark/archives.htm. The current issue of
the online magazine can be seen at: www.swordofthespirit.net/bulwark/index.html.

SENDING NEWS FOR CHRONICLE PUBLICATION

Branches are encouraged to email news, photos, happenings and snippets to Tom
Caballes at josethomascaballes@gmail.com. Each issue is closed around the 20™" of the
previous month.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT OUR RECORDS

Membership Records and Data: Branch leaders are responsible to keep updated records and then
email all new attendee additions, deletions, address and phone changes, births, deaths, transfers,
etc. to -

Tom Caballes josethomascaballes@gmail.com

and copy to Lamb_of God@clear.net.nz

BIRTHDAY INFORMATION

[Day and month, but year is optional.] Branch leaders are asked to keep updated records and
email all new attendee additions to —
Tom Caballes josethomascaballes@gmail.com

GETTING CHRONICLE & OTHER NEWS BY EMAIL

[1] If you are receiving The Chronicle as an electronic edition, we just need hear if and when you
change your email address. Notify Lamb_of God@clear.net.nz.

[2] If you are receiving this by hard copy but you have an email address, please send your email
address to Lamb_of God@clear.net.nz.

[3] The Chronicle has a national and international mailing schedule. If you know of others wishing
to be added, notify Lamb_of God@clear.net.nz.

e )

Wedding Anniversaries - Happy Anniversary!
NAMES DATE BRANCH
Clifton & Anora Loreno D'Costa 01/02  Auckland
Ivan & Sheila D'Souza 02/02  Auckland
Chris & Maureen Lyons 04/02  Christchurch
Kerry & Christine O'Neill 10/02  Blenheim
Paul & Christine Oliver 12/02  Central
Allan & Sharmila Carvalho 15/02  Auckland
Prasad & Jessie De Zoysa 16/02  Auckland
Martin & Hazel Patrao 23/02  Auckland
Andy & Carole Crocker 28/02  Nelson

\_

\_

y

- . .
Birthdays for ~ This Month - Happy Birthday!
NAMES BIRTHDAY BRANCH
Greg Hall 02/02 Auckland
Aidan Misquita 02/02 Auckland
Annette Fletcher 02/02 Ch/Ashburton
Cheryl Garrett 03/02 Blenheim
Carole Crocker 06/02 Nelson
Sherwin Menezes 08/02 Auckland
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/ Maureen Lowe 12/02 Auckland \

Ivan D'Souza 13/02 Auckland
Florence Quigley 13/02 Southern
Juliet Matthews 14/02  Christchurch
Maria Sequeira 15/02  Christchurch
Wallace Fernandez 15/02 Auckland
Annette Carvalho 17/02 Auckland
Simone D'Mello 18/02 Auckland
Rachel D'Souza 19/02 Auckland
Elizabeth Stolten 19/02 Auckland
Prasad De Zoysa 19/02 Auckland
Joshua Garrett 20/02 Blenheim
Peter Dalgado 23/02 Auckland
Barbara Ryan 25/02 Blenheim
Emily Homes 27/02 Southern
Cosmos Misquita 27102 Auckland
Veena D'Souza 28/02 Auckland
Steven Homes 28/02 Southern
Bea Blanch 28/02 Central

K Joan Lobo 29/02 Auckland /

PRAYERWATCH - SOLDIERS OF CHRIST, ARISE

SOLDIERS OF CHRIST, ARISE Fight the good fight.
Reinforce the guard, station the watchmen, prepare an ambush! The Lord will carry out
his purpose, Jeremiah 51: 12 NIV

As we start a new year it is good to look at what happened on the Prayerwatch last year.
In 2015 we had 34 new listings [36 previous year] on the Intercession Section with 29
coming off [29 previous year], meaning we started the year with 129 on and ended with
134 on the list. Of the 34 new on the list, 15 went on the Healing Section, 5 went on the
Family section, 8 families were affected by the death of a loved one going on the
Bereavement Section and the other 6 over the other four sections.

At the end of 2015 of the 134 on the Intercession list Auckland had 56 [42%], Central
[Hawkes Bay, Wellington, Nelson] 15 [12%], Blenheim 15 [12%], Christchurch 36 [25%],
Southern [Timaru and South] 10 [8%].

The 34 requests to go on the list last year came from, Auckland 17 [50%], Central 5 [12%],
Blenheim 3 [7%], Christchurch 4 [9%], Southern 5 [12%] Others 3 [7%]. The community
has 170 Covenant members and another 170 members in formation with Auckland [42%],
Central [24%], Blenheim [9%], Christchurch [23%], and Southern [3%].

God is calling us to take a stand as in the prophetic word given from January till June
2015, the theme of spiritual warfare was in 29 words out of 80 [35%] received. From July
to December 2015 another 44 words out of 95 [48%] were received with encouragement
to spiritual warfare.
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“I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in
the gap on behalf of the land so | would not have to destroy it, but | found no one.
Ezekiel 22: 30 NIV

Thankfully we have at least 100 plus warriors who stand in the gap of the Prayerwatch
which is the spiritual wall surrounding the Lamb of God Community. The Lamb of God has
around 170 Covenant members and there are 168 hours in a week and we are trying to
cover 144 hours outside of the Lord’s Day but we still struggle. With many underway
members taking an hour we really need to ask ourselves, is God calling me to be a part
of the Prayerwatch? Am | protecting the Lamb of God and my family by being involved or
am | leaving it to somebody else to stand in the gap?

If we are not taking our place on the Watch, we need to ask ourselves if we are being fair
to our fellow members by not standing in the gap. We are asking members to take a time
that suits when their branch is doing the Watch, not to take difficult times. Let 2016 be the
year we have more people doing the Watch than there are hours in the week so contact
your branch Prayerwatch leaders or talk with your pastoral group leader and take your
place patrolling the wall surrounding the Lamb of God community.

As part of the Prayerwatch a weekly update goes out by e-mail each Friday night so if you
do not get it and would like to receive it, please contact me at alan.mckenziel@xtra.co.nz.

Soldiers of Christ, Arise, and put your armour on!

If you have any comments or questions concerning the Prayerwatch then please send
them to me or give them to one of your branch leaders to send to me. God bless and
watch over you all.

Alan McKenzie. National Coordinator Prayerwatch

LAMB OF GOD PRAYERWATCH - PRAYER INTENTIONS

SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Against strongholds of Apathy, Witchcraft, Confusion and other named spirits.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER

COMMUNITIES Protect and bless the life and mission of SWORD OF THE SPIRIT,
Patmos & Cornerstone Lamb of God [Fiji], Families for Christ [Melbourne], Vanuatu
Group, Light of Christ [Nelson], The Covenanted Community For Christ, [Penang &
Taiping],

FAMILY

Auckland: Yvonne D'Souza, Desmond & Charmaine Vessaokar, Tili Leatitagaloa,
Blanche Fernandes, Sequeria’s & Saldanha’s Families, Neville & Karyn Coutinho, Ivan &
Hilary Carvalho, Valerie Menezes, Russell & Gidget Mendonca, Wendell & Glynis
Fernandes, Manuel Lobo, Delia D’Mello, Marisa & Cosmos Misquita, Central: Jun &
Angie Briguera, Henri & Cutie Zalamea, Rose Buladaco, Joel & Tiza Sison, Robert & Ethel
Caballes, Tom & Mhel Caballes, Peter & Stephanie O’Connell, Blenheim: Mark & Mary
Jackson, Mike & Cheryl Garrett, Christchurch: Roger & Veronica Foley, Robert & Karin
Van Doorn, Darren & Julie Humphries, Tai & De Stirling, Niul & Coila Kay, Lyn Keane,
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Pauline Marsden, John & Monica Haughey, Annette Sargisson, Chris & Maureen Lyons,
lan & Parbati Hamilton, Southern: John & Janet MacManus, Mike & Judy Prendeville,

OTHER NEEDS
Auckland: Mark & Elizabeth Stolten, Allen & Judy Carneiro, Gillian Puch, Joseph Gomes,
Allan Carvalho, Blanche Fernandes, Peter Dalgado, Clifton & Anora D'Costa,

HEALING CANCER

Auckland: Central: Ron Blackwell, Blenheim: Carol Cullimore, David
Aberhart, Christchurch: Mary Anngow, Robin Corbett, Kerry Fordham, Trevor Wall,
Southern: Christine May,

HEALING HEART

Auckland: Isabel Morais, Collin Sequeira, Central: Paul Oliver, Blenheim: Chris
Fredericks, Christchurch: Dorelle Ham, Undine Cavanagh, Philip Middlemiss, Niul Kay,
Andre’a Forster,

HEALING

Auckland: Annette Carvalho, Winona D'Costa, Olivia Fernandes, Lucy Misquita, Blanche
& Denis Hollingsworth, Cheryl Donald, Mira D'Souza, Peter D'Souza, Fr John Rea, Maria
dos Anjos D'Souza, Bruce Donald, Rosana Kuresa, Thomas Hong, Vimath Sequeira,
Manuel Lobo family, Michelle Amaral, Alwin D’Souza, Eddie, Cynthia, Clyde D'Souza,
Joan Lobo, Christopher Dalgado, Pam D’Souza, Christie D’Costa, Grace Collins, Alfred
Saldanha, Arca Fernandes, Rex & Winnie D’'Costa, Ronnie & Rina D'Souza, Shalini
Saldanha, Philomena Coutinho, Allen Carneiro, Central: Stephanie O’Connell, Jacob
Muollo, Henri Zalamea, Aly Fernandes, Rae Taylor, Jojo and Ellamae Jalandoni,
Blenheim: Peter Greig, Josiah Grieg, Grace Weston, Mike Garrett, Anita Fredericks,
Judith Rodgers, Barbara Ryan, Jamie Rodgers, Micah Rodgers, Chris Fredericks,
Christchurch: Lisa Borkus, Karin Van Doorn, Chris Aston Grieve, Veronica Foley,
Siobhan Forster, Bernie Black, John Murray, Chris Lyons, Monica Haughey, Mikyla
Challies, Bronwyn Harborne, Pauline Marsden, lan Hamilton, David Black, Southern: Fr
Merv McGettigan, Daniel MacManus, Steven & Judy Homes & Family, Rhoda Woodfield,
Alan McKenzie, Judy Prendeville, Others: Louise & Julianne Masilomani,

BEREAVEMENT
Auckland: Peter Stoddard & Family, Peter & Maria dos Anjos D’'Souza, Christchurch:
Barbara Summerfield, Ron & Helen Elliott, Bernard & Andre’a Forster,

COVERING PRAYER

National Council, Kairos Ministries, Branch Life, Lamb of God Centre, Branch Visits,
Clustering in Auckland, Ministry of Fr John Rea, Employment of Members, Light of Christ
Special Ministry, Wellington branch [sickness among extended family], Ashburton Group,
Christchurch,

~

il have made you a Watchmano Ezeki el



