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REFLECTIONS… A Torrid, Testing, and Stressful, yet ‘God at
Work’ Time
On 22 December Veronica and I decided we
could start to put up family photographs and
pictures and get ornaments and other items out
of storage and back on our walls and onto our
cabinets. We were getting ready to celebrate
Christmas! And then ‘wham’, in a period of
fifteen hours on 23 December we were hit by a
swarm of powerful earthquakes including four
big ones of magnitudes 6.2, 5.3, 6.0 and 5.1. In
the next fifteen hours we had over forty shakes.
Our home, God bless it, shook and rolled but
stood firm. Amazingly the whole city came
through pretty well. We lost power in the east for
a couple of hours but sewer, water and other essential services came through well. By
late afternoon we decided to go ahead with our pre-shake intention of pruning and
tidying the garden and so we gardened until dusk and then called over to visit Mark and
Kirsten and family for a time of fellowship- and a nice stiff rum and coke!
Nine days later on 2 January we had another swarm with forty-eight earthquakes in
twenty-four hours and with much regret we then called off the Summer Oasis Youth
Conferences which were to commence 8 January. It would have probably been a bit
frightening for visitors coming in from other centres into Christchurch if experiencing an
earthquake would be a new sensation. We were ‘gutted’ in making this decision. And of
course during the whole of the time Summer Oasis was to have run we hardly had a
ripple. Sigh.
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Since mid-January we are starting to witness the beginning of the demolition of
thousands of homes in the Red Zones, which are mainly in the Eastern Suburbs where
the Lamb of God Burwood Cluster is located. The region close to our home and along
the Avon River looks now like a disaster zone, and has for a while now. Red stickered
abandoned homes are everywhere along the river and in adjacent suburbs and this has
brought the danger of fire as unkempt grass and gardens grow a metre and higher with
no-one to care for them. And now the demolition teams are starting to move in. This next
stage is reported to last up to two years and it will be interesting indeed to see just how
our neighbourhoods will look. For example it is hard to imagine how Burwood will look
when there will be only about four homes left between our home and close to the Palms
Shopping Complex along New Brighton
Road. And as we look across the Avon,
[photo on right] which is just sixty metres
away, there will be nothing standing on the
far bank in what was the suburb of
Avondale. And if we turn towards the coast
along the river, once we pass the east end
of the cluster zone, there will be nothing for
a couple of kilometres along the river bank
right down to the estuary. For future
generations this could well become a
wonderful semi-wilderness
area
with
significant bird and wildlife.
Times have been challenging, and interesting, because where else on earth has there
been a similar set of circumstances? There certainly have been much more devastating
earthquakes in other places, but where else have we seen earthquakes concentrated in
such numbers, soon to pass 10,000, in one small city of 350,000 and its surrounding
region?
However in the midst of all of this challenge and change, there is God. And where
God is, there is hope and mission and many blessings.
We are literally ‘thrown together’, and with our many children, and under our differing
circumstances, with nowhere to go. We are together as a declared Christian people. We
did commit our lives together and together, and by God’s Grace, we will stay together. Is
it possible for us to maintain ‘community as it once was’ with weekly teachings, house
groups, pastoral care, many outreaches, lots of socials, member meetings and branch
Lord’s Days? No. And getting back to such a schedule could take a long time yet. Right
now we have little ability to focus for long periods, or sit through a talk with lots of main
points. But we do have things we want to share about such as the damage to our
homes, the frustration of no information from the Earthquake Recovery Authority, and
more. When we arrive at our meetings we are a mixture of feeling good, feeling tired,
needing prayer, or ready to give prayer. I think that is great - we are normal, and as
normal people should - we need God.
And in all of this it is a joy for me to see the resilience of this Christian people, to be
inspired by my brothers and sisters. I know the sharing that goes on. I know the prayer
and the hope. And I know without a doubt that the generations of children we are raising
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in this branch, through these challenges, are going to be mighty witnesses for a Mighty
God.
The future is looking good. God is with us and what better place for a Christian
Community to be than at the heart of a people in need, people who are hurting, and
people who are lonely, isolated and confused. For there, if you are a believer, is Christ.
And if you are like me [and you are] you have invited this same Christ to be your
personal Lord.
In the weeks to come we will of course continue to support and love one another as a
Christian people, but we will also be starting the journey together of engaging the work
the Lord would have us do in reaching into the unbelievable amount of service and
mission now surrounding us in this city.
I also address those reading this Reflection who live in our various branches, or in
Sword of the Spirit Communities worldwide - do not be surprised if the Lord starts to
speak to you about coming to join us for a while. There is much to do these coming
years and somehow God has placed us right at the centre. If you feel the Lord speaki ng
to you about coming then please talk about it with your pastoral leaders and start to
discern.
I wouldn’t be anywhere else but here right now with our people.
Roger Foley: Senior Coordinator

OUR PEOPLE…
Congratulations!
 We congratulate Ian Hamilton and his new bride Para, both of Christchurch, in
their recent marriage.
 We congratulate Des Coutts, who recently graduated from “A Girl Called Hope”
programme. Well done!

With sadness, yet confidence in the Lord, we remember:


Robert [with Karin and family] Van Doorn [Christchurch], as Robert’s brother
passed away recently.

[Note to all Branch leaders: Please send your local news/snippets to Roger Foley
or Tom Caballes so that we can acknowledge important occasions in the lives of
our brothers and sisters and make sure we do not miss any of them.]

NEWS AND ARTICLES
MEN’S SUMMER HOUSEHOLD & MUCH MORE [Indeed an alternative Oasis…]
The Young Men’s Summer Household Experience [year three] continued in Christchurch
despite the cancellation of Summer Oasis. I attended the de-brief meetings and the post
Kairos NZ Service Team meeting. All reports were of an excellent household
experience. Brain LaLonde [Lansing, USA] and Eroni Sotutu [Belfast, Ireland] ran the
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household and programmes with Bruce
Yocum [Monterrey, Mexico] giving input and
support. The busy programme included
instruction, works of service, and recreational
activity. Next year the household will
commence earlier and from 4 January, and
we are planning a Young Women’s
Household running for about eight days.
Due to Summer Oasis having been
cancelled, the branch added several main
activities during the time of the household for
branch members, international guests and the Men’s Household. This included two
General Gatherings, an Evening Youth Rally, several Sports Events and a Special Event
for children.
Well done everyone! - Roger
SINGLE MEN’S HOUSEHOLD – SHARINGS
Well this was my first Men’s Household and it was truly an amazing experience. Just
being able to spend some time with a group of guys was really something special and I
enjoyed every bit of it. The knowledge that was shared was something beyond everyday
understanding and just being able to put that into practice made it even more special.
Personally for me, I felt that the idea of this Men’s Household was truly based on FAITH
and just being able to increase your knowledge about it was a wonderful experience.
I just want to thank all of you who could make this Men’s Household a success. Your
generous attitude and caring nature really made me feel like home. I pray that God will
truly bless each and every one of you. Thank you very much and God Bless.
Rohan D’Souza [Auckland Branch]
It’s my first time being in a men’s
household and I’ve got to say that it has
pretty much been one of the most
challenging experiences I’ve ever had.
It’s so wonderful to be here with good
company and I truly believe that it is
God’s plan that he had put me here,
with the people who help me walk
strongly in faith.
Down here, we have been doing a lot of
things together like, praying together,
learning how to help one another,
getting to bond with each other, sharing, reflecting, playing games and having fun with
each other. I have also deepened my relationship with God through the teachings and
the activities we’ve done. I’m looking forward to come to the household again! It’s such a
great experience here.
Jeremy Lim [Malaysia]
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ROGER RETIRING [well, no, he isn’t…]
At the Gathering on January 15, I shared about a discussion I had some months ago
with a local Pentecostal Minister who has become an admired friend. In conversation the
pastor asked me about what was going on in my life of late. I shared I was moving
towards retirement and explained where things were at. He did not comment and our
conversation went in another direction. Then after a while he looked at me and said
‘May I ask a question, what is it you are retiring from?’ So I did my best to explain, but
he looked mystified. Then he said ‘But what are you retiring into?’ and then I understood
that the idea of me [perceived I guess as a senior Christian minister] ‘retiring’ was a
rather strange direction in how he thought of service in and for the Lord.
I valued my time with this younger man, it was refreshing and I admire his work, but at
the same time I can readily see the significant challenges facing his church and ministry.
At some point I would like to offer some assistance where appropriate. At home I shared
what had happened with Veronica. But I did not forget our conversation, nor did I
dismiss his challenge to my thinking.
Several months later, following reflection and prayer, I shared at the Gathering that our
people will no longer hear me speak about ‘my retirement’. I am not going to ‘retire’ I will
simply reach a constitutional point where I ‘change how I serve.’
Roger Foley
FROM THE NATIONAL SENIOR ADMINISTRATORS DESK…
A number of Lamb of God members and friends generously send a cheque to the Lamb
of God for different appeals, contributions and donations. Some of you occasionally
send letters and communication matters by regular mail too. As I have recently moved to
windy Wellington, please make sure you send your letters and donations to my new
address, which is:
Tom Caballes
68A Peterhouse Street
Tawa 5028
Wellington
My landline is [04] 232 2297 and my mobile number stays the same – 021 0586 909.
God bless all of you and as I quote from the Second Letter to the Corinthians:
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to
make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you
may abound in every good work. [2 Corinthians 9:6-8]
Tom Caballes
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CHALLENGES IN LIVING TOGETHER AS COMMUNITY
Resource for House Group Discussion by Tom Caballes

“I Never Promise You A Rose Garden…”
February 2012

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that
will be revealed to us. [Romans 8:18]
Clearly, one of the easiest lessons that I learned after becoming a renewed Christian is that not
everything will be easy. I thought that after all, following Jesus is hard enough; surely the rest of
my life will fall into place. But no – relationships suffer from misunderstandings, goals and plans
are not met, health can be an ongoing issue, and the world and our flesh lingers on that makes
following God much harder. Although God never promised us a rose garden, one thing He
promised: He will be with us through trials, hardships and sufferings, and He will never abandon
us.
So How Do We Persevere Through Sufferings in Our Lives?
1. We need to put suffering into perspective: that it is not meant to be permanent. We live in
seasons of joy and sorrow, blessings and suffering, and in abundance and in want. We need to
endure suffering; yes, the wheel will turn in due time.
2. Suffering makes us less self-sufficient and more God-dependent. It can draw us closer to
God, with the right attitude and frame of mind. Suffering can draw us away from God, but it can
also draw us near to God. We can question God why this or that happens, but we can also put
our hope and trust in Him, knowing good can come out from any situation [see Romans 8:28.]
Which one will we choose?
3. Suffering can be a tool for growing into His image and character. It can make us more patient,
loving, kind and understanding – if we choose to do so. It can also make us bitter, resentful and
angry – if we choose to do so. Suffering can bring out the worst in us, but also the best in us. It
tests us, purifies us and moulds us.
4. We need to embrace suffering as a normal part of our lives. Consider it pure joy, my brothers,
when you are involved in various trials, because you know that the testing of your faith produces
endurance. But you must let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and
complete, lacking nothing. [James 1:2-4].
5. Suffering makes us long for heaven, where there will be no more “grief, crying, or pain…"
[Revelations 21:4]. It makes us realise that we are not meant for this world, that we are meant
for something much, much better: to spend eternity with God.
Other Scripture References
1. Isaiah 55:8-9: "My thoughts are not your thoughts, and my ways are not your ways," declares
the LORD. "Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your
ways, and my thoughts are higher than your thoughts."
2. 2 Corinthians 4:17: Our suffering is light and temporary and is producing for us an eternal
glory that is greater than anything we can imagine.
3. Others: Isaiah 43:1-7; Isaiah 49:14-16; 1 Peter 1:3-8; and James 1:12.
For Personal Reflection and Group Sharing:
1. What season in my life am I in at the moment: at the highest, at the lowest, or somewhere in
between?
2. Do I have the right attitude when I encounter difficulties and trials? Or do I avoid them and
despise them at all cost?
3. What can I do or change to make sufferings draw me closer to God?
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KAIROS NEW ZEALAND YOUTH NEWS
Kairos New Zealand Schedule of Events for 2012 and 2013
April 13 to 15, 2012
June 29 to July 1, 2012
July 6 to 8, 2012
January 6 to 11, 2013
January 4 to 17, 2013
April 26 to 28, 2013
July 19 to 21, 2013

Pitstop in Blenheim.
Mid-Winter V in Christchurch.
Winter Oasis in Auckland.
Summer Oasis in Christchurch
Single Men’s and Women’s Households
Youth Event in Wellington
Winter Oasis in Auckland.

PISTOP 2012 IN BLENHEIM
The Kairos New Zealand Service Team [KNZST] recently met and decided the activities
and the corresponding dates for Kairos New Zealand for 2012 and 2012 [as above].
Our first event after the cancelled Summer Oasis 2012 will be Pitstop in Blenheim from
April 13 to 15. The Blenheim team headed by Mike Cullimore and Kerry O’Neil will start
working on the plans and activities for that weekend. Please note that this will probably
be the last Pitstop in Blenheim – we encourage all Kairos youth to start looking at going
to the weekend youth camp – see you there!

WEB SITES WORTH NOTING
KAIROS South Pacific Web Site – go take a look …
Check it out at: www.kairossp.com
You can network and chat with other young people by going to this website:

http://www.kairossp.com/kairosspnzchatroom.htm
We designated every Friday night at 10pm as a time to meet other young people.
Go and visit the International Kairos Media website: http://www.kairos-media.org/

Sign up [free] for Youth Culture Newsletter
The most recent edition of the Youth Culture Newsletter is now available online. It will no
longer be sent to you via the Lamb of God e-mail list but you can get it at this link:
http://www.kairos-na.org/youthculturenewsletter.htm
This is a recommended Sword of the Spirit publication for youth and parents.

Living Bulwark Sword of the Spirit – Highly Recommended!
This Sword of the Spirit on-line publication has received more than 43,000 visits (an
average of 135 visits each day) in its first year. All back issues for the past 12 months
can be found at: http://www.swordofthespirit.net/bulwark/archives.htm. The current issue
of the online magazine can be seen at: www.swordofthespirit.net/bulwark/index.html .
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SENDING NEWS FOR CHRONICLE PUBLICATION
Branches are encouraged to email news, photos, happenings and snippets to Tom Caballes at
josethomascaballes@gmail.com. Each issue is closed around the 20th of the month.

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT OUR RECORDS
Membership Records and Data: Branch leaders are responsible to keep updated records and
then email all new attendee additions, deletions, address and phone changes, births, deaths,
transfers, etc to Tom Caballes
josethomascaballes@gmail.com
and copy to
Lamb_of_God@clear.net.nz

BIRTHDAY INFORMATION
[Day and month, but year is optional.] Branch leaders are asked to keep updated records and
email all new attendee additions to –
Tom Caballes josethomascaballes@gmail.com

GETTING CHRONICLE & OTHER NEWS BY EMAIL
[1] If you are receiving The Chronicle as an electronic edition, we just need hear if and when you
change your email address. Notify Lamb_of_God@clear.net.nz.
[2] If you are receiving this by hard copy but you have an email address, please send your email
address to Lamb_of_God@clear.net.nz.
[3] The Chronicle has a national and international mailing schedule. If you know of others
wishing to be added, notify Lamb_of_God@clear.net.nz.

FR JOHN REA MINISTRY FOR 2012
Healing Meetings
Healing Meetings
Healing Ministry

Kilbirnie
Upper Hutt
Canberra

February 25 to March 13
March 18 to April 1
April 19 to 23

Wedding Anniversaries for February - Happy Anniversary!
NAMES
Ivan and Sheila D'Souza
Warren and Vinnu Holliday
Chris and Maureen Lyons
Kerry and Christine O'Neill
Bruce and Bronwyn Harborne
Paul and Christine Oliver
Allan and Sharmilla Carvalho
Prasad and Jessie De Zoysa
Bradley and Chryslyn Pinto
Martin and Hazel Patrao
Andy and Carole Crocker

DATE
02/02
03/02
04/02
10/02
12/02
12/02
15/02
16/02
19/02
23/02
28/02

BRANCH
Auckland
Auckland
Christchurch
Blenheim
Ch/Ashburton
Central
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Nelson

9

Birthdays for February – Happy Birthday!

NAMES

BIRTHDAY

BRANCH

Dave D'Sa
Greg Hall
Aidan Misquita
Allie Araza
Annette Fletcher
Cheryl Garrett
Peter Greig
Abbie Araza
Carole Crocker
Caedmon Rebello
Sherwin Menezes
Maureen Lowe
Ivan D'Souza
Tamara Pinto
Florence Quigley
Juliet Matthews
Isaac Rebello
Maria Sequeira
Annette Carvalho
Rachel D'Souza
Stanley D'Souza
Elizabeth Stolten
Prasad De Zoysa
Joshua Garrett

02/02
02/02
02/02
02/02
02/02
03/02
03/02
06/02
06/02
06/02
08/02
12/02
13/02
13/02
13/02
14/02
15/02
15/02
17/02
19/02
19/02
19/02
19/02
20/02

Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Central
Ch/Ashburton
Blenheim
Christchurch
Central
Nelson
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Southern
Christchurch
Auckland
Christchurch
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Blenheim

Peter Dalgado

23/02

Auckland

Chino Namay
Barbara Ryan
Alistaire Machado
Ashton Machado
Emily Homes
Michael Quigley
Cosmos Misquita
Luan Antao
Veena D'Souza
Steven Homes
Joan Lobo

25/02
25/02
26/02
26/02
27/02
27/02
27/02
28/02
28/02
28/02
29/02

Central
Blenheim
Auckland
Auckland
Southern
Southern
Auckland
Auckland
Auckland
Southern
Auckland
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PRAYERWATCH - SOLDIERS OF CHRIST, ARISE
As we start a new year it is good to look at what happened on the Prayerwatch last year.
In 2011 we had 42 new listings [47 previous year] on the Intercession Section with 62
coming off [60 previous year], meaning we started the year with 114 on and ended with
94 on the list. Of the 42 new on the list, 14 went on the Healing Section, 8 went on the
Family section, 12 families were affected by the death of a loved one going on the
Bereavement Section and the other 8 over the other four sections.
At the end of 2011 of the 94 on the Intercession list Auckland had 29 [30%], Central
[Hawkes Bay, Wellington, Nelson] 15 [16%], Blenheim 15 [16%], Christchurch 27 [28%],
Southern [Timaru and South] 8 [8%]. The 42 requests to go on the list last year came
from: Auckland 16 [40%], Central 6 [15%], Blenheim 2 [5%], Christchurch 13 [30%], and
Southern 5 [12%]. Looking at the number of Covenant members in the Community
shows: Auckland [46%], Central [15%], Blenheim [10%], Christchurch [23%], and
Southern [6%].
God is calling us to take a stand as in the prophetic word given from January till June
2011; the theme of spiritual warfare was in 17 words out of 102 received. From July to
December 2011 another 22 words out of 96 were received with encouragement to
spiritual warfare.
“I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand before
me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found
no one. Ezekiel 22:30 (NIV)
Thankfully we have at least 100 plus warriors who stand in the gap of the Prayerwatch
which is the wall surrounding the Lamb of God Community. The ‘Lamb of God’ has
around 180 Covenant members and there are 168 hours in a week and we are trying to
cover 144 hours outside of the Lord’s Day but we still struggle. With many Underway
members taking an hour we really need to ask ourselves, is God calling me to be a part
of the Prayerwatch? Am I protecting the “Lamb of God” and my family by being involved
or am I leaving it to somebody else to stand in the gap? Some branches are doing well
while apathy is affecting others.
If we are not taking our place on the Watch, we need to ask ourselves if we are being
fair to our fellow members by not standing in the gap. We are asking members to take a
time that suits when their branch is doing the Watch, not to take difficult times. Let 2012
be the year we have more people doing the Watch than there are hours in the week so
contact your branch Prayerwatch leaders or talk with your pastoral group leader and
take your place patrolling the wall surrounding the Lamb of God. If you have any
comments or questions concerning the Prayerwatch then please send them to me or
give them to one of your branch leaders to send to me. God bless and watch over you
all.
Alan McKenzie. National Coordinator, Prayerwatch
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LAMB OF GOD PRAYERWATCH - PRAYER INTENTIONS
SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Against strongholds of Apathy, Witchcraft, Confusion and other named spirits.
INTERCESSORY PRAYER
COMMUNITIES: Protect and bless the life and mission of SWORD OF THE SPIRIT,
Patmos & Cornerstone Lamb of God [Fiji], Families for Christ [Melbourne], Vanuatu
Group, Light of Christ [Nelson], The Covenanted Community For Christ, [Penang &
Taiping], protect and bless their life and mission.
FAMILY Auckland: Keith & Rohini Lewis, Bernie MacNevin, Yvonne D'Souza, Peter &
Margaret Stoddard, Stanley & Teresa D'Souza, Lovlin & Honorine Franswah, Central:
Jun & Angie Briguera, Henri & Cutie Zalamea, Rose Buladaco, Joel & Tiza Sison,
Blenheim: Jamie & Judith Rodgers, Mark & Mary Jackson, Mike & Cheryl Garrett,
Christchurch: Roger & Veronica Foley, Robert & Karin Van Doorn, Darren & Julie
Humphries, Tai & De Stirling, Bruce & Bronwyn Harborne, Niul & Coila Kay, Lyn Keane,
Pauline Marsden, John & Monica Haughey, Annette Sargisson, Southern: John & Janet
MacManus, Richard & Christine May, Mike & Judy Prendeville, .
HEALING CANCER Blenheim: Carol Cullimore, David Aberhart, Christchurch: Mary
Anngow, Robin Corbett,
HEALING HEART Central: Paul Oliver, Dave Taylor, Blenheim: Chris Fredericks,
Christchurch: Dorelle Ham, Undine Cavanagh, Philip Middlemiss,
HEALING Auckland: Teresa D'Souza, Annette Carvalho, Winona D'Costa, Olivia
Fernandes, Lucy Misquita, Blanche & Denis Hollingsworth, Cheryl Donald, Mira
D'Souza, Warren Holliday, Jemima Rebello, Peter D'Souza, Delia D'Mello, Charmaine
Vessaokar, Fr John Rea, Bradley Pinto, Central: Stephanie O’Connell, Sharon Powick,
Michael Powick, Jacob Muollo, Henri Zalamea, Aly Fernandes, Rae Taylor, Katrinka
Geelen, Blenheim: Peter Greig, Josiah Grieg, Grace Weston, Mike Garrett, Micah
Rodgers, Anita Fredericks, Jamie & Judith Rodgers, Christchurch: Lisa Borkus, Karin
Van Doorn, Chris Aston Grieve, Veronica Foley, Siobhan Forster, Andrew Black, Bernie
Black, John Murray, Maree Coutts, Chris Lyons, Monica Haughey, Joan Corbett,
Southern: Fr Merv McGettigan, Daniel MacManus, Steven & Judy Homes & Family, Pat
Forster, Michael Quigley,
BEREAVEMENT Central: Mhel & Tom Caballes, Blenheim: Jenny & Bill McElhinney,
Julia Dekker, Christchurch: Robert & Karin van Doorn,
OTHERS NEEDS Auckland: Keith & Rohini Lewis & Family, Mark & Elizabeth Stolten,
Bob Misst, Greg Hall, Alwin D’Souza, Allen & Judy Carneiro, Jacob & Petronella
Kahonde, Gillian Puch,
COVERING PRAYER National Council, Kairos Ministries, Branch Life, Lamb of God
Centre, Branch Visits, Clustering in Auckland, Ministry of Fr John Rea, Employment of
Members, Light of Christ Special Ministry, Wellington branch [sickness among extended
family], Ashburton Group, Christchurch,

“I have made you a Watchman” Ezekiel 33: 7

