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REFLECTIONS:

'Everything Seems Broken, But God Is Here As Well..'

It has been a very tough month for me on the earthquake
front. | travel a lot and most folk | visit think the earthquake
stuff is behind us and the city, and most of our houses, are
‘fixed.” But the people of the Eastern Suburbs, including all of
our main cluster, would cringe at hearing that as we enter year
four next week. Yes some of our homes are fixed, but most
even in that category still have uncompleted EQC work to be
done [we’'ll be back later to fix that...] but of the six or seven

: homes still to be looked at we have a mix of some light in the
fog, several in dispute with EQC or insurers, or like me with absolutely nothing known or
decided or even vaguely costed to go. We were told ‘see you in 2016’ but who can trust
that? But even if our homes are fixed, we still live in the East and the East is turning out
to be a significant ‘problem’ for authorities. Roads keep sinking with big sinkholes
appearing [we have two right outside our home], the Avon River is a daily threat as it
runs high now most all the time, and we are advised that properties close to the river are
slowly subsiding towards the water. We are 70-80 metres away and this past six months
we certainly know our house is ‘on the move’, and as the thousands of homes in the
Red Zone get demolished we are adjusting to our
homes being full of dust, getting damper, and more
of those bothersome cracks. It can be quite
depressing. Then two weeks ago our branches in
Wellington, Blenheim and Nelson got hit with some
significant earthquakes in the magnitude 6 region,
followed by a few hundred aftershocks. | was
certainly one Christchurch member praying fervently
that our people would be spared anything like the
devastation we are called to endure.
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But this past month also held three other challenges
for me. The first is news that the Lamb of God
Centre is now assessed as damaged to such a
degree that the Auditorium and associated areas are
going to also be demolished. The hall end is already
demolished. Additional to the earthquake damage
the auditorium also flooded through the damaged
roof last month and the facility is now costed at over
a million dollars in damage. That is beyond the
available funding, despite the fact we were insured
for replacement. We are now exploring the possibility for a smaller footprint auditorium,
but with a better space and heating efficiency. Challenge two has been the various
groups | work with [mainly pastoral leaders and various agency representatives] plus my
work as a Justice of the Peace, where | am hearing the dreadful reality for many people.
People still living in wrecked houses, damp, cold and dangerous houses - because they
cannot afford to move and pay the significantly inflated prices for rentals. The story of a
lady with four children in a cold and damp caravan because she has nowhere else to
live. The elderly who no longer have the confidence to go beyond their mailboxes. This
is a disgrace, but it is a reality. Challenge three was to hear a Salvation Army
representative [God bless them, as they are always at the front end in social
responsibility response] say we need be prepared for an eleven to fifteen year response
time in the Eastern Suburbs. That comment cycled me back down into depression for a
couple of days. BUT within a week | felt more energised and more determined to stay in
the East because God knows are circumstance, He is with us in the circumstances.

And now these past days | have been so \
encouraged by two events. The first was
the decision of Darren and Julie E&
Humphries, long time Covenant members 3%

who have always lived in the cluster. They &¥§
were advised the owner of their rented
house wanted the property back as he
was returning from overseas. Darren and
Julie made a decision that staying in the
cluster was important to them, despite the
overall earthquake impact in the east. Within a week they have just negotiated another
rental in the heart of the cluster. But at over a hundred dollars a week more as that is
unfortunately now the norm in rental increases. But it is a delightful and near new home.
| was encouraged that their base decision was ‘we are staying’. The second event was a
huge ‘Barn Dance’ arranged by Mark Challies and team. This was one of the biggest
events we have ever run, and yet here we are running it when we are at a low ebb and
run down and exhausted by circumstances. It was a fabulous event, highly successful,
and showed ‘we are not done yet.” It was also the first fundraising we have been able to
do in three years as our funds are depleted. The funds raised will go to assist our youth
endeavours and mission work, and to support our children and families to attend retreats
and family events. The photographs will speak for themselves... [More photos - page 5]

So, there you go world, we are down, but certainly NOT OUT!
Roger Foley: Senior Coordinator



OUR PEOPLE...

With sadness, yet confidence in the Lord, we remember:
1 Valerie Synnott’s family [Blenheim], as Val has gone to the Lord.
1 Richard & Christine May [Southern], as Richard's mother has passed away.
1 Bruce & Cheryl Donald [Auckland], as Bruce’s brother died in India.
1 Tom & Mhel Caballes [Central], as Tom’s dad passed away in the Philippines.

[Note to all Branch leaders: Please send your local news/snippets to Roger Foley or Tom

Caballes so that we can acknowledge important occasions in the lives of our brothers
and sisters and make sure we do not miss any of them.]

NEWS AND ARTICLES

WINTER OASIS 2013 IN AUCKLAND

Where in the thick of winter would you find an oasis of warmth and comfort to refresh
and cleanse your soul? ‘Winter Oasis’ held in Auckland, offered that and much more to
around 80 youth, comprising of Community members and guests. The three day

Retreat, was an amazing experience for those who attended.
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Jane Jeon, a guest of Deanne D’Mello has this to say about ‘Winter Oasis’ and our
Community Way of Life:* Thi s y e ar winted holidays, bparticipaged in the Lamb
of God Winter Oasis for the first time. Although | was new, everyone welcomed
me warmly into the community. Through Winter Oasis | got the opportunity to meet
many extraordinary people and make many new friends, many of which | still keep in
touch with. From the very first day | felt comfortable around everyone and | felt like |
could have open discussions about my thoughts and feelings with anyone. | really
enjoyed the discussion groups as | was able to share with others my thoughts and
experiences about my relationship with God which is something | don't normally do.
After each unique talk and testimony, not only did | have the benefit of the discussion
groups but | could also feel my faith and relationship with God strengthen and grow
because each testimony taught me new things about God's power and its importance in
our lives. One memory | will treasure forever is the night of Lord's Day meal. The dinner
was amazing too but what made it so special was that afterwards | was able to
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experience and connect with the Holy Spirit in a way | never had imagined possible.
Winter Oasis gave me two major gifts - a new, stronger relationship with God and a
second family who | can turn to for support, help and advice or simply just for a good
laugh. Overall Winter Oasis was truly an unforgettable experience and in the future |
would Ii ke to attend many more.’”
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Community teachings uplifted and encouraged all the time. Here is what Neil Menezes
shared about this Spirit filled weekend:* The t heme for this ye
the Edge of and Encounter, Step up Step out Act now' and what an encounter it was for
the youth who attended! The talks were all aligned with the Life in the Spirit Seminar the
Edge group attended earlier this year, so it was fitting that they gave most of the talks.
After each talk the youth were put in small discussion groups which was a huge
success. It proved to be a time, not only to personally reflect on the talk but to discuss
the key points as a group and also receive prayer. All throughout, the importance of the
Holy Spirit was reinforced, constantly reminding us of the annual Kairos theme to be
‘Spirit-filled." The culmination of this was seen on the dedication night led by Rachael
Martis, with Tili, Anila and Joe on the music. The atmosphere they created was surreal
and spiritual as the Holy Spirit really came down on everyone as they prayed for the gifts
of the Holy Spirit. Uncle Harry's talk on 'Knowing Your Enemy’, particularly stood out. In
today's increasingly secular world, the lines between right and wrong are more blurred
than ever. It is our responsibility to be continuously vigilant of the devil, as he could
strike at any time. To the Kairos leadership team and the parents who helped, thank you
and may God bless you tenfold. We are grateful for the sacrifices and hard work you put
in for our benefit. However, for all these efforts and talks not to be in vain, all of us need
to apply what we have learned in our daily lives and try our best to always be 'Spirit-
filled."’




QUICK SNAPSHOTS AROUND THE LAMB OF GOD

Christchurch Barn Dance

FR JOHN REA BOOK - "PROCLAIM WITH WONDERS"

The book “Proclaim with Wonders” recounts more than a
hundred stories of healings that Fr John Rea has witnessed
over a period of forty years involved with healings and
miracles. Many times Fr John would only know of the healings
and miracles years after prayer for them. These signs and
wonders took place in England, in the United States, in Fiji,
Australia and in New Zealand. A good number of Lamb of
God members have been blessed by the healing ministry of
Fr John.

If you wish to order the book, please contact Pleroma Press
NZ [or through http://www.christiansupplies.co.nz ]. The book
code is 9780986468643 and it costs $29.99. Freight cost is
about $6.50.
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July - September 2013

WINTER MISSION APPEAL 2013

Our International and National Mission Work

Throughout the Sword of the Spirit, thetérnational community of communities to which we belong,
individual members of the communities are encouraged to contribute to an Annual Appeal to assist
with the high costs of Mission and Community Building work.

The Lamb of God has decided to mainttia Winter Appeal as our means to encourage members

and friends to be generous in supporting our ability to continue and expand mission work in the
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of many modern conveniences. Yet many people worldwide with whom the Sword of the Spirit work
struggle for the very basics. But they love the Lord and theyerpeople as much as are we.

As well as throughout New Zealand, the Lamb of God works particularly in the Fiji Islands, Australia
and in parts of Asia and our workgsowing. You can talk with any of our young people who have
participated in our Misen Teams. Mission work does impact and change lives in both ways. We now
work with many groups in Fiji and we have established a new community in Nadi. The Fijian economy
is under stress and even breakfast cereals we are familiar with can cost as nit®h4d$ a box in a

Nadi Supermarket. Most of the people with whom we work in Fiji would earn less than F$4.00 an
hour. The environment is challenging.

Will you please consider a donation to our work? Enclosed is a prepaid reply envelope. Cheques
should bemade payable to the Lamb of God. You can also donate orBhN&Z Chch Branch, Account
Name: Lamb of God; Number 02 0800 0873299 03, but please inform Tom Caballes, our National
Senior Administrator, by phone ormail [04 2322297; josethomascaballes@gmail.cdmegarding

the amount and date so it can be traced and receipts given accordingly.

The Lamb of God is a Registered Charitable Trust and receipts will be issued to those indicating their
name and ddress in the panel below.

With sincere appreciation, N\
Your name:
[Signed]
Roger Foley Address:
Senior Coordinator
Lamb of God National Coung|l  Amount gifted:
J
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CHALLENGES IN LIVING TOGETHER AS COMMUNITY

Resource for House Group Discussion by Tom Caballes
Being Still in the Midst of a Storm
September 2013
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"Be still, and know that | am God. | will be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the
earth!" [Psalms 46:10]

. )

Life can be frantic cycle of demands, deadlines, activities and chores. There are e-mails,
Facebook, TV shows, tasks, etc. that pulls our attention. Then we see ads on TV, billboards,
newspaper and the internet that screams “Sale!” But on the other hand, people need our time
too - our spouses, and members of our families that also needs care. And then there is God,
whom we recognise as the Alpha and the Omega, from whom all time comes from. Yet our
bodies, mind and soul needs a break — we need to rest, re-energise and restore our bearings as
we live our lives. Our lives look like a storm at times — but do you know in the middle of a storm
there is peace? God is calling us to be like that — as a storm moves about in our lives, there is
inner peace in God.

So How Can We Grow in Being Still in the Midst of a Storm?

1. Set your priorities right. Know what the matters that are important, not just what is urgent; we
tend to focus on the urgent — but are they really important?

2. We need to learn to say no — no to people, no to our desires, no to things that are of lesser or
no value. It is better to do some things well than attempt to do everything badly.

3. Learn to pause and be still, especially when you are confused, pressured or under stress.
Learn to commune with God in the midst of the ‘storm.’ He is in control.

4. Celebrate the Lord’'s Day weekly — it is a time to: stop, acknowledge that God is in control;
rest, to give our tired bodies time to recuperate; celebrate, and thank God for blessings you
received; and to delight in the Lord, as we look forward to the eternal life to which He has
called us. Let your life be recharged at that time!

5. Seek time for personal rest and recreation. You are not a robot; you need to engage in
something that you enjoy — reading a novel, playing a game of chess, gardening, fishing, etc.
Balance your life, but don’t be lazy too. Seek time to have a special time of prayer in a season
as well — like a personal retreat where you can check your life path and direction.

6. Have physical exercise regularly. For you mind and body to work well, you need to keep the
body refreshed as well. Jog, swim, go to the gym, play ball games, etc.

Other Scripture References

1. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. [Philippians 4:7]

2. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-c 0 n t rM@alatians 5:22-2343]

3. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body.
And be thankful. [Colossians 3:15]

4. Other references: Ps. 23; 2 Thes. 3:16; James 3:18; 1 Pet. 3:10-11; 2 Pet. 3:14.

For Personal Reflection and Group Sharing:

1. Do I live my life like a machine? Do | pause regularly and seek to restore my soul, my mind,
my body and my energy?

2. Can | truly say in my heart that | experience inner peace with God in spite of all things
happening around me? If no, why not? What do | need to do?




KAIROS NEW ZEALAND YOUTH NEWS
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Kairos New Zealand Schedule of Events for 2013/2014

Jan 7to 12,2014 Summer Oasis in Christchurch
April 19 to 21, 2014 Kairos Blast in Wellington
July 11 to 13, 2014 [tbc]  Winter Oasis in Auckland
\_ J

WINTER OASIS - PHOTOS

More photos can be found here: http://www.kairossp.com/akldwinteroasis2013.htm

WEBSITES WORTH NOTING

KAIROS South Pacific Web Site HAS BEEN UPDATED with 2012 photos — go take a
look ...

Check it out at: www.kairossp.com
You can network and chat with other young people by going to this website:

http://www.kairossp.com/kairosspnzchatroom.htm
We designated every Friday night at 10pm as a time to meet other young people.

Go and visit the International Kairos Media website: http://www.kairos-media.orqg/

Our Lamb of God website has been updated — please visit
www.lambofgodcommunity.net.

Sign up [free] for Youth Culture Newsletter
The most recent edition of the Youth Culture Newsletter is now available online. It will no
longer be sent to you via the Lamb of God e-mail list but you can get it at this link:

http://www.kairos-na.org/youthculturenewsletter.htm
This is a recommended Sword of the Spirit publication for youth and parents.

Living Bulwark Sword of the Spirit 0 Highly Recommended!

This Sword of the Spirit on-line publication has received more than 43,000 visits (an
average of 135 visits each day) in its first year. All back issues for the past 12 months
can be found at: http://www.swordofthespirit.net/bulwark/archives.htm. The current issue
of the online magazine can be seen at: www.swordofthespirit.net/bulwark/index.html.

SENDING NEWS FOR CHRONICLE PUBLICATION

Branches are encouraged to email news, photos, happenings and snippets to Tom
Caballes at josethomascaballes@gmail.com. Each issue is closed around the 20™" of the
previous month.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT OUR RECORDS

Membership Records and Data: Branch leaders are responsible to keep updated records and
then email all new attendee additions, deletions, address and phone changes, births, deaths,
transfers, etc to -

Tom Caballes josethomascaballes@gmail.com

and copy to Lamb_of God@clear.net.nz

BIRTHDAY INFORMATION

[Day and month, but year is optional.] Branch leaders are asked to keep updated records and
email all new attendee additions to —
Tom Caballes josethomascaballes@gmail.com

GETTING CHRONICLE & OTHER NEWS BY EMAIL

[1] If you are receiving The Chronicle as an electronic edition, we just need hear if and when you
change your email address. Notify Lamb_of God@clear.net.nz.

[2] If you are receiving this by hard copy but you have an email address, please send your email
address to Lamb_of God@clear.net.nz.

[3] The Chronicle has a national and international mailing schedule. If you know of others
wishing to be added, notify Lamb_of God@clear.net.nz.

Wedding Anniversaries for  September - Happy Anniversary!

/7 N
4 NAMES DATE BRANCH )
Michael & Diane Staite 14/09 Nelson
Mark & Elizabeth Stolten 14/09  Auckland
Bruce & Mary Joslen 17/09  Christchurch
Tom & Mhel Caballes 19/09  Central
Jaison & Ludeth Mariposa 23/09  Central
Colin & Maria Tan 28/09  Auckland
\. J

Birthdays for September & Happy Birthday!

V4 N\
/ NAMES BIRTHDAY BRANCH \
Tony Antao 01/09 Auckland
Margaret McKenzie 01/09 Southern
Monica Caballes 02/09 Central
Mary Joslen 02/09  Christchurch
Ruth O'Connell 02/09 Nelson
Briana Forster 03/09  Christchurch
Manuel Lobo 03/09 Auckland
Alfredo Raphael Fernandes  05/09 Central
Peter D'Souza 06/09 Auckland
Terry Ryan 06/09 Blenheim
Pauline Marsden 06/09 Ch/Ashburton
Michael Staite 06/09 Nelson
\L J
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Rudy Castelino 07/09 Auckland

Nathan Coutinho 08/09 Auckland

Erika Menezes 08/09 Auckland

Dora Tham 08/09 Auckland

Veena Castelino 09/09 Auckland

Richard May 09/09 Southern

Jack Matthews 13/09 Christchurch

Julia Dekker 14/09 Blenheim

Ayva Collins 15/09 Auckland

Ivy Misquita 16/09 Auckland

Connor Lyons 17/09  Christchurch

Judy Prendeville 17/09 Southern

Kirsten Challies 19/09 Christchurch

Jayden Sequeira 19/09 Christchurch

Helen Elliott 20/09  Christchurch

Nicky Rebello 21/09 Auckland

Olivia Fernandes 22/09 Auckland

Noah Ray Collins 23/09 Auckland

Priyan Jayamaha 26/09 Auckland

Ethel Caballes 26/09 Central

Rae Taylor 27/09 Central

Colin Tan 28/09 Auckland

Shanya Jayamaha 28/09 Auckland

L J

PRAYERWATCH - SOLDIERS OF CHRIST, ARISE
Reinforce the guard, station the watchmen, prepare an ambush! The Lord will carry out
hi s purdprensiah 51: 12 NIV

Once again September arrives and this year marks the 21st anniversary of the
Prayerwatch and the faithfulness of many Lamb of God community members to the
Watch. As we enter the 22nd year of service we owe a debt of gratitude to those who
continue to serve one hour a week in mainly spiritual warfare after picking up the vision
back in 1992. Also to those who have taken up serving in later years in the fight to
protect the Lamb of God community and its members from the attacks of the evil one, a
big thank you. Since starting in 1992 the foundation warriors at an hour a week have
totaled about 1092 hours or 45 days in service, an important contribution to the life and
growth of the community. For those who have served 10 years the total is 520 hours or
21 days.

In the prophetic word we receive at our Gatherings, God is still reminding us that we are
in a spiritual battle and is calling us to stand firm in this battle. From January to June this
year over 25% of prophetic word received at our gatherings contained an
encouragement to be involved in spiritual warfare. God is encouraging us to build a
stronger spiritual wall around the ‘Lamb of God’ and this special way of life that we are
called to, that is different from those around us. He called Nehemiah to rebuild the wall
surrounding Jerusalem and it was to protect a way of life.

“I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the
gap on behalf of the land.” Ezekiel 22: 30
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The wall in Jerusalem was made of stones, but for us in the Lamb of God it is a spiritual
wall to protect a way of life by faithful people united in their efforts to resist evil. After 21
years some of us are weary but still take our place each week for the hour we have
committed too as we patrol around our community as we know it make a difference.
New soldiers joining us in this challenge are an encouragement to us to continue
standing in the gap. We want more soldiers to enlist so we are encouraging members to
commit to a suitable hour by running teams side by side at more convenient times. Make
sure you are a part of a team and not a lone ranger so you receive and pass on the
Watch as disciplined soldiers. If you are not taking a place on the Watch you need to
think seriously about the call for volunteers and contact your branch Prayerwatch
leaders or talk with your pastoral group leader and take your place patrolling the wall
surrounding the Lamb of God.

If you have any comments or questions concerning the Prayerwatch then please send
them to me or give them to one of your branch leaders to send to me. God bless and
watch over you all.

Alan McKenzie. National Coordinator Prayerwatch

LAMB OF GOD PRAYERWATCH - PRAYER INTENTIONS

SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Against strongholds of Apathy, Witchcraft, Confusion and other named spirits.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER

COMMUNITIES Protect and bless the life and mission of The Sword of the Spirit,
Patmos & Cornerstone Lamb of God [Fiji], Families for Christ [Melbourne], Vanuatu
Group, Light of Christ [Nelson], The Covenanted Community For Christ, [Penang &
Taiping], protect and bless their life and mission.

FAMILY Auckland: Yvonne D'Souza, Peter & Margaret Stoddard, Desmond &
Charmaine Vessaokar, Christopher & Carol Fernandes, Tili Leatitagaloa, Blanche
Fernandes, Sequeria’s & Saldanha’s Families, Neville & Karyn Coutinho, Caedmon &
Nicky Rebello, Ivan & Hilary Carvalho, Central: Jun & Angie Briguera, Henri & Cutie
Zalamea, Rose Buladaco, Joel & Tiza Sison, Robert & Ethel Caballes, Tom & Mhel
Caballes, Blenheim: Jamie & Judith Rodgers, Mark & Mary Jackson, Mike & Cheryl
Garrett, Christchurch: Roger & Veronica Foley, Robert & Karin Van Doorn, Darren &
Julie Humphries, Tai & De Stirling, Bruce & Bronwyn Harborne, Niul & Coila Kay, Lyn
Keane, Pauline Marsden, John & Monica Haughey, Annette Sargisson, Toni May, Chris
& Maureen Lyons, Joan Corbett, Southern: John & Janet MacManus, Richard &
Christine May, Mike & Judy Prendeville,

PREGNANCY Auckland: Jessie [Prasad] De Zoysa,

HEALING CANCER Blenheim: Carol Cullimore, David Aberhart, Christchurch: Mary
Anngow, Robin Corbett,

HEALING HEART Auckland: Isabel Morais, Central: Paul Oliver, Blenheim: Chris
Fredericks, Christchurch: Dorelle Ham, Undine Cavanagh, Philip Middlemiss,
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HEALING Auckland: Annette Carvalho, Winona D'Costa, Olivia Fernandes, Lucy
Misquita, Blanche & Denis Hollingsworth, Cheryl Donald, Mira D'Souza, Jemima
Rebello, Peter D'Souza, Delia D'Mello, Fr John Rea, Elizabeth Locke, Maria dos Anjos
D'Souza, Bruce Donald, Rosana Kuresa, Thomas Hong, Vimath Sequeira, Karyn
Coutinho, Manuel Lobo family, Michelle Amaral, Margaret Stoddard, Alwin D’Souza,
Eddie, Cynthia, Clyde D'Souza, Joan Lobo, Central: Stephanie O’Connell, Sharon
Powick, Michael Powick, Jacob Muollo, Henri Zalamea, Aly Fernandes, Rae Taylor,
Blenheim: Peter Greig, Josiah Grieg, Grace Weston, Mike Garrett, Micah Rodgers,
Anita Fredericks, Jamie & Judith Rodgers, Barbara Ryan, Christchurch: Lisa Borkus,
Karin Van Doorn, Chris Aston Grieve, Veronica Foley, Siobhan Forster, Andrew Black,
Bernie Black, John Murray, Chris Lyons, Monica Haughey, Joan Corbett, Andre’a
Forster, Mikyla Challies, Bruce & Bronwyn Harborne, Southern: Fr Merv McGettigan,
Daniel MacManus, Steven & Judy Homes & Family, Pat Forster, Michael Quigley,
Rhoda Woodfield, Christine May, Alan McKenzie,

BEREAVEMENT Auckland: Neville & Karyn Coutinho, Desmond & Charmaine
Vessaokar, Marisa & Cosmos Misquita, Bruce and Cheryl Donald, Central: Rae Taylor
& Family, Tom & Mhel Caballes, Blenheim: Branch & Family of Val Synott,
Christchurch: John & Monica Haughey, Southern: Richard & Christine May,

OTHERS NEEDS Auckland: Mark & Elizabeth Stolten, Bob Misst, Allen & Judy
Carneiro, Gillian Puch, Joseph Gomes, Allan Carvalho, Blanche Fernandes,

COVERING PRAYER

National Council, Kairos Ministries, Branch Life, Lamb of God Centre, Branch Visits,
Clustering in Auckland, Ministry of Fr John Rea, Employment of Members, Light of
Christ Special Ministry, Wellington branch [sickness among extended family], and
Ashburton Group, Christchurch.

Al have made you a Watchmano

Ez ek



